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What is Juneteenth? 
Juneteenth is the oldest nationally celebrated 
commemoration of the ending of slavery in the United 
States. From its Galveston, Texas, origin in 1865, the 
observance of June 19th as the African American 
Emancipation Day has spread across the United States and 
in June 2021 was adopted as a Federal holiday. 

The 2026 Coastal Bend Juneteenth Festival returns for its 
annual celebration of freedom, unity, and culture — now 
expanding into a multi-day experience titled, “Waves of 
Liberation.” This year’s theme honors the enduring spirit of 
emancipation and its ripple effect through generations, 
symbolizing how freedom, like water, flows through time 
— uncontainable, cleansing, and ever-moving forward. 
Hosted along the Corpus Christi Bayfront, "Waves of 
Liberation” merges arts, culture, history, education/
workforce, and community health and wellness into a 
vibrant celebration showcasing the Coastal Bend’s diverse 
heritage. In 2025, the Coastal Bend Juneteenth Festival 
saw over 22,000 attendees and media coverage across 
multiple cities.

EXPECTED IMPACT:
• Over 25,000+ attendees projected for 2026
• Expanded Juneteenth programming
• Participation from schools, civic leaders, local

artists, and small businesses
• Increased regional tourism and hotel stays
• National visibility through partnerships and media

outreach

FESTIVAL HIGHLIGHTS:
• Main Stage:  Concert Series featuring national and

regional artists in R&B, gospel, and Southern Soul

• Freedom by the Sea: Art Walk showcasing local artists 
and youth exhibits.

• Health & Wellness Pavilion: offering screenings, mental 
health talks, and fitness sessions, etc.

• Juneteenth Parade of Waves with colorful floats, boats, 
and cultural displays.

• Youth & Family Zone featuring interactive exhibits and 
Rai Rai’s Juneteenth Adventure (educational book 
created by local chapter)

• Business & Resource Expo for small businesses, 
nonprofits, and community organizations

• Jubilee Events including educational panels, film 
screenings, and church services.

About TABPHE CC 
The Texas Association of Black Personnel in 
Higher Education is a non-profit 501c (3) voluntary 
educational association comprised of all levels of 
higher education personnel working to ensure a 
better educational system for all and helps institutions 
address key goals for achieving success. 
The organization currently provides academic support, 
workforce and career development, community Town hall 
forums, cultural events, and has a mentoring program. 
The local TABPHE Corpus Christi Chapter has been 
in existence for 25 years and has recently 
received recognition from the City of Corpus Christi 
Landmark Commission for its Education Award (May 
22, 2025) for preserving arts, culture, and history.

Your sponsorship helps sustain a culturally 
significant, family-friendly, and educational experience 
that attracts thousands from across Texas and beyond.

For more information about TABPHE Corpus Christi, please visit https://www.tabphecc.org

http://www.tabphecc.org/
https://www.tabphecc.org/juneteenth
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